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Art. XXI. The Armorial Bearings of Maharaja Kali Krishna 
Bahadur, of Calcutta. 



The accompanying drawing represents the Arms granted by the 
Governor-General of India, Lord William II. C. Dentin* k, to Maha- 
rajn Kali Krishna Bahadur, a native of rank und distinction at 
Calcutta, in testimony of the high sense entertained by his .lordship 
and the British Government in India of the zeul and exertions of 
the Raja in furthering the cause of education, and of his own talents 
and labours in the pursuit and extension of knowledge. 

The peculiar character of these armorial bearings having attracted 
attention in several quarters, it seemed not out of place in the pre- 
sent publication to give an accurate drawing of them, and at the 
time to add a brief notice of the distinguished native gentleman on 
whom these novel honours were granted. 

The Raja Deva Kali Krishna Bahadur is one of a family which 
has for nearly a century been marked for its attachment to the English 
Government in India; and several members of which have received 
marks of approbation from our authorities there. The grandfather 
of Kali Krishna was the Raja Navu Krishna (commonly called 
Nob Kissen), who in 1750 was Persian teacher to Warren Hastings; 
and .who, in 1773, received fron» Lord Clive the titles of Raja 
and Bahadur in consideration of the services rendered by him to the 
English. He was at the same time presented with a gold medal, 
and an elephant. 

His father was Raj Krishna, endowed with the titles of Raja 
and Bahadur by Sir John Macpherson, when Governor- General of 
India; a scholar of extensive attainments in severul Oriental lan- 
guages, and the author of " Seven Divans," and an historical work 
in the Persian and Hindustani tongues. He died in 1823, at the 
ugc of 42. 

The present Raja has acquired considerable reputation as a 
scholar, by his translations and compositions in English, and in 
several Oriental languages. 

The merits of Kali Krishna have been recognised by His Majesty 
Louis Philippe, and by William, King of Holland, by the presen- 
tation of medals, in acknowledgment of copies of his works trans- 
mitted to their Majesties. 




,J h v 



,# 



&«*™*« % 



i 



% 



f tt. 



* 3** 



'■♦. 



A 

■ * j. 






•1{ 



ARMOKIAL BEARINGS. 201 

He has also been four times honoured with Khelats by the late 
and reigning kings of Oude, — both patrons of literary merit. 

In a little work published at Calcutta, giving an account of the 
Raja and his family, it is recorded, that on the 3rd of April, 1833, 
when the gold medal bearing the arms engraved upon it was pre- 
sented, Raja Kali Krishna was " honored with a khelat, or honorary 
dress, consisting of a pearl necklace, jigha, surp6ch of precious 
stones, sword and shield; and permitted to have for his attendants, 
sword and spear-bearers j to use a carriage and four horses j and to 
wear a gold medal," of which the following is a correct description: 
" On the obverse, and immediately within the rim of the upper 
semi-circle, is the motto, ' Magnum Vectigai, est Eruditio.' In 
the centre is a coat of arms, representing by an orb the Indian 
shield, which is argent grounded, and or bordered. In the centre is 
an elephant properly armed and supported, dexter, by a lion ram- 
pant regardant; sinister, by a tiger rampant regardant. The coronet is 
the Rajah's turban jewelled j and on the riband are the words, 
'Vidya Ratnam Maha-Diianam,' in Devanagari characters. These 
words are a version of the Latin inscription into Sanskrit. The 
riband is ornamented by the tulasi, or sacred basil, being an emblem 
of Hinduism much revered by all Hindus, but more particularly by 
the followers of Vishnu. 

" On the reverse, and around the margin of the medal, are the 
words, * Cheated by the Right Honorable Lord W. C. Ben- 

TINCK, G.C.B. AND G.C.H., GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL OF 

India,' with the date under it, '3 April, 1833.' In the centre, 
and in a straight line, is the name 'Kalee Kishen;' above and 
under the name are the titles 'Rajah' and ' Behadvr,' within the 
same circle. The letters and figures are in plain print, except the 
titles Rajah and Behadur, which are in Old English characters." 

The Raja was soon afterwards authorized by the Right Hon. 
Sir Chas. T. Metcalfe, Bart., to use a seal with this inscription: — 

" Rajah Kalee-Krishna Bahadur, the faithful subject of His 
Most Gracious Majesty the King of Great Britain and Ireland, 
1834." 
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